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The ancient Algerian city in the writings
of Isabelle Eberhardt

Nadia Rabah Sista
University of Skikda, Algeria
Abstract:

The topic of the ancient Algerian city or the ancient city occupied the
pens of many Arab and foreign writers alike. Some of them took an interest in
the urban character, highlighting its heritage and cultural value, but others went
far as they made its geometry semantic related to a set of psychological, social
and ideological dimensions. And in the writings of Isabelle Eberhardt, she

presented the second direction, where she invoked this civilized component to
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tell through it loss and refraction, love and war, death and life, while she narrates
the story of Yasmina and Ta'alit, so the city was then an objective equivalent of
Algerian women in all its psychological and social dimensions. A contemplative
of Timgad and the Kasbah is a follower of the case of Yasmina and Ta'alit. The
architecture of the city is, in fact, the architecture of their weary souls that have
been shackled by a set of restrictions, the simplest of which is said to be
compelling. In order to get closer to these texts that are pregnant with
connotations, I have considered invoking the subjective approach, since the
combination of context and text in it helps to deconstruct the most prominent
connotations of persuasion, absence and ambiguity.

Keywords:

Kasbah, archaeological city, Algerian women, Timgad, Eberhardt.
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3 - Daniel Henri Pageaux : La littérature générale et comparée, Armand
Colin, Liege 1994, p. 59.
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